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INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION REPORT 


TO: Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
FROM: Investigative Division 
RE: Case: 19-74 


Complainant(s): Anonymous 
Respondent(s): Kimberly Nelson, CVT (License: V0610) 


SUMMARY: APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES: 
Complaint Received at Board Office: 5/6/19 Laws as Amended July 2014 
Board Discussion: 6/19/19 Salmon); Rules as Revised 


September 2013 (Yellow) 


On May 6, 2019, an investigation was opened after receiving anonymous information 
regarding Respondent's conduct and allegations of diverting controlled substances for 
personal use in 2007. 


19-74, KIMBERLY NELSON, CVT 


PROPOSED ‘FINDINGS of FACT’: 


1. On May 6, 2019, the Board office received information that in 2007 Respondent had diverted 
injectable controlled substances for personal use and replaced the ong: with water while 
working at 1s! Pet Veterinary Centers. 


2. On May 28, 2019, Dr. Randy Spencer, Responsible Veterinarian for 1s Pet Veterinary Centers 
responded to the allegations and confirmed that in or around 2007, to the best of his and staff's 
recollection, Respondent was terminated for diverting controlled substances. 


3. Due to pain medications not working well and concern that dilution may have happened, 
specific gravity of the questionable vials of controlled substances were compared with actual 


vials of known drugs. They were different at both the Mesa and Chandler locations indicating 


tampering had occurred. Respondent worked at both locations; through controlled drug logs 
and employee shift records, Dr. Soencer and staff was able to narrow it down to Respondent. 
Although Dr. Spencer is unsure of the amount of controlled substances taken, they believe it was 
buprenex, morphine, hydromorphone and possibly diazepam that were diverted. DEA was 
contacted and Respondent was terminated. 


4. On May 30, 2019, Respondent responded to the allegations. Respondent — 

Phad been terminated, twice, by 1s! Pet Veterinary Centers (known 
as First Regional Animal Hospital at that time) due to diverting controlled substances; the second 
termination was in 2007. Respondent stated that she does not recall details surrounding the 
diversion since it was 12 years ago and wees: NOWEVET, 
she takes full responsibility for her actio 


5. Respondent stated that she had let her CVT certification expire and did not seek employment 
in the veterinary field again for several years and had a strong support 
system and coping tools. 


8. Respondent is not currently working in a veterinary practice; she is employed with Antech 
Diagnostics and Imaging as their Phoenix and Tucson area territory manager. 


ae 


19-74, KIMBERLY NELSON, CVT 


The information contained in this report was obtained from the case file, which includes the 
complaint, the respondent's response, any consulting veterinarian or witness input, and any 
other sources used to gather information for the investigation. 


“\ 


Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 
investigative Division 
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RECEIVED 
MAY 3 0 2019 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


CASE#;: 19-74, In Re: Kimberly Nelson, CVT BY: 
1. Regarding my personal statement regarding these allegations. I worked at First Regional Animal 
Hospital from. 1999 to 2007. During my employment around approximately 2005 I, 

: 7 ue. After attempting to call in a prescription for my own use I was terminated. 
Thad a meeting with Dr. Spencer and authorities were not called. 


I EE Aid not work during this time and did not fully address or accept ee” 


I was re-hired (with conditions) in approximately 2006. I was not permitted to access or 
administer controlled substances and to check-in with my supervisor frequently. After some time 
the conditions were lifted’ but I am not certain of the time period. 


4 Idid not seek Saplovienk in the vet field again unt 
*) nd had a strong support system, coping tools as well as 


accountability i in amy life. In 2009 or 2010 I reached out to make amends to Dr. Spencer via email 
as he requested. 


6. Yes. During my employment at First Regional I called i ina sib da for my own pet. As to the 
details I can’t be sure, it was 12-14 years ago and Gare : : age Sa 
absolutely take full responsibility for this. 


7. Yes. During my employment at First Regronal: and First Pet. Again, 2 as to the details I can’t be 
sure, it was 12-14 years ago and .¢—— Sees solutely take full 
" responsibility for this. 


8. Yes. As to the details I can’t be sure, it was 12-14 years ago and ere 
SP but I absolutely take full responsibility for this. 


9. No I have never taken a prescription pad blank, filled them out or forged a veterinarians name to 
illegally obtain conholled substances; or prescription only medication. 


11. No. I have never been arrested or charged with a crime relating to the illegitimate use of 
controlled substances or prescription medication or any other crimes. 


12. Iam not currently working at a veterinary practice. 


Tam currently employed with Antech Diagnostic and Imaging as their Phoenix and Tucson area territory 
manager. 


In closing, I would like the board to know that I aeeply regret my past acon ane I have ken full 
responsibility for what I have done. I — = . 
myself and help anyone else |) | 23. 


Thank you, 


/Vbtttd 
Kimberly Nelson 
480-235-0663 
Kimnelson1102@gmail.com 
5416 E Tierra Buena Ave 
Scottsdale AZ 85254 


